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I. Introduction 


1. The 2014 Ebola outbreak in West Africa made it clear that the international 
community should enhance capacity not only to provide humanitarian assistance, but also to 
rapidly respond to infectious diseases to cope with the threat to the safety of the international 
community. Hence, at the 8th Review Conference of the Biological Weapons Convention 
(BWC) in 2016, States Parties acknowledged the importance of drawing lessons from the 
outbreak, including the need to address the lack of ready operational capacity, and stressed 
the value of strengthening international cooperation in infectious disease prevention and 
associated capacity building 


2. — Under these circumstances, Japan identified lessons learned from the outbreak and in 
2015 compiled “the Basic Guideline for Strengthening Measures on Emerging Infectious 
Diseases.” Various measures under the guideline have been effectively implemented through 
integrated efforts by related ministries and agencies 


3. __ This working paper summarizes lessons learned from the Ebola outbreak that began 
in 2014 and identifies measures to tackle each lesson. In addition, the paper introduces the 
“Japan Disaster Relief Infectious Diseases Response Team (JDR- Infectious Diseases 
Response Team),” which was established after the Ebola outbreak in 2014. The UK also 
acknowledged, as one of the key lessons, the need for rapid response units and introduced 
their team at the Mesting of Experts in 2018. Japan agrees that such teams implementing 
international assistance are important tools to respond against emerging infectious diseases. 
For States Parties which have such teams or are considering to establish them, the paper 
includes lessons and recommendations drawn from past experiences of the JDR-Infectious 
Diseases Response Team, 
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